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The Freebird is the newsletter of the IIrriisshh  FFaaiirr  ooff  

MMiinnnneessoottaa. Its purpose is to keep us connected, provide 

updates, celebrate successes and share our stories, and to 

support the mission of the Irish Fair by promoting and 

cultivating Irish culture.    
  GGRREEAATT  SSEEEEIINN’’  YYAA  AATT  TTHHEE  FFAAIIRR!!!!!!  
The Irish Fair of Minnesota celebrated another great year of music, sports, dance, crafts, culture refreshments 

and…all that good stuff !!! It was so hot Friday and Saturday that the Wolfhounds were lying low in their tent, the 

jiggers at the ceili on the Dublin Dance Stage were an especially radiant pink, and the misting tent was an important 

stop for many fair-goers, but the craic didn’t seem to slow down all weekend, rain and 

shine.  

Among the new features Tara 

Games in the Pavilion was 

filled to capacity much of the 

weekend with intent players 

bent over the beautiful boards. 

The new Traditional Irish 

Wake also proved to be quite 

popular, and the theatrical 

works on the Showboat stage 

were of excellent quality. The 

storyteller’s weekend was 

another very successful 

addition to the cultural area. 

The addition of a women’s 

rugby exhibition in the Sports Area by Menagerie (aka “a collection of wild animals” Rugby Club was a big hit with 

the fans.  These rugged athletes incorporated some play with kids into their 

time, which the crowd loved.  The first time Irish 

Idol contest proved to be very good fun and can only 

grow next year as more people learn about it. 

 

All the headliners performances were, of course 

well attended, with the Celtic Tenors bringing in a 

very different demographic than say, The 

Mahones, proving that the Fair really does have 

something for everyone!  

 

Familiar exhibits and activities were also refreshed 

with new energy this year. The photo competition 

sponsored by Ireland in Black and White 

looked professional and engaging, the Mississippi 

Riverdance with 50 dancers top notch dancers from 5 schools was a crowd- 

wower, and the boxing exhibition that was introduced last year has outgrown its tent. Friday night on the Dubliner 

Pub Dance Floor at the Crossroads Tent pure magic. The Fuchsia Band was scheduled just to perform, but the 

irrepressible (and who’d wanna repress him, anyway?) Máirtín de Cogaín turned it into a ceili and completely packed 

the dance floor.  

All in all a very good year! Many thanks to all the volunteers who made it possible and all the Fair-goers 

who made it worthwhile! 



IIRRIISSHH  FFAAIIRR  PPHHOOTTOO  CCOONNTTEESSTT  WWIINNNNEERR--SSTTUUDDIIEESS  IINN  BBLLAACCKK  AANNDD  WWHHIITTEE  
This contest, sponsored by Ireland in Black and White (www.irelandinblackandwhite.com ),attracted some stunning entries this 

year. First place entries in "People", "Scenery", and "Studies in Black and White" receive a special ribbon, the McConnon 

award, named in honor of Ed McConnon, founder of Irish fair's photo contest.  Featured this month is the winning Entry in the 

Studies in Back and White category, Shelley Robinson. Shelley tells us about her entry below.  

 

I first traveled to Ireland in 2003, 

and the minute I stepped outside 

the Shannon airport, I knew I was 

home. I have no direct Irish 

ancestry, being mostly Scots-Irish 

and Welsh with a bit of Swiss-

German thrown in; it’s just 

something I feel in my heart. I've 

been going back every year since.   

  

When I go to Ireland I focus a lot 

on taking photos of ancient 

churches or other ecclesiastical 

sites.  These places hold lots of 

resonance for me. My first-place 

black and white winner was taken 

at the Hill of Slane in Co. Meath.  

The site is an ancient monastery 

which was built on an even more 

ancient pagan holy site. Its main 

claim to fame is that supposedly St. 

Patrick built an Easter fire on the 

hill in defiance of the pagan Irish 

king. This photo was taken in the ruins of the friary college next to the church named after the saint.  I took the photo 

because I loved the way the light slanted into the room and caught on the artifacts stored there.   

 

22000077  IIRRIISSHH  FFAAIIRR  VVOOLLUUNNTTEEEERR  AAWWAARRDDSS    
bbyy  SStteevvee  CCeerrkkvveenniikk,,  EExxeeccuuttiivvee  DDiirreeccttoorr  IIrriisshh  FFaaiirr  ooff  MMiinnnneessoottaa 
As any regular reader of The Freebird knows, the Fair depends on an army of volunteers to keep the 

event going and free. Each year a number of volunteers are recognized for their particular contribution 

at a celebration for all volunteers held at the Summit Brewery. Here are this years winners: 

Rookie of the Year Award– Mike Johnson 

This year’s winner is probably warning all of his relatives to be 

wary of a phone call from their cousin/aunt/in-law Maria Flynn 

Conway, the Irish Fair’s Volunteer Coordinator.  Mike, a retired 

police officer, answered Maria’s call in the finest of fashions.  He 

started bright and early Thursday morning organizing the 

checkout system for the 40 radios and 10 golf carts.  His diligence 

there saved the Fair at least $500 – maybe more - in lost radios.  

After that, he turned his attention to our newly implemented 

shuttle service.  With sponsor and vendor parking now further 

from the festival grounds, it was essential that we had carts 

running to these locations, and Mike dutifully answered the high 

volume of radio calls throughout the weekend to assure vendors 

could function as they needed. 

 

http://www.irelandinblackandwhite.com/


Weekend Warrior – Pat Richardson 

Not even major surgery the week before the Fair could stop Pat 

Richardson from continuing her long history of service to the festival.  

Pat’s volunteer contributions to the Fair go back to the first year at 

Harriet Island if not all they way back to the days at St. Thomas.  

However, it is not for the years of service that we recognize her this 

year, but for the steady commitment to her Food & Beverage Ticket 

Sales booth throughout the weekend of the Fair.  Pat is probably our 

most experience ticket seller and ID checker.  As the festival grew, her 

role in the ticket booths grew.  This year, because we added another 

sales booth and refined the ticket selling process, it was more important 

than ever to have an experienced volunteer who was willing to commit 

the entire weekend to managing a booth.  Pat was just that volunteer.  

Not only did she arrive early on Friday, Saturday and Sunday to get her 

booth ready and stay until close, she was also there on Thursday helping with general festival setup and 

she participated in several training sessions prior to the festival.  For her long standing commitment to 

the Fair, her ever-present smile and her over 40 hours of service just at this year’s Fair, Pat Richardson 

is the Irish Fair’s Weekend Warrior for 2007. 

Turf Cutter Award– Siobhan Dugan 

Cutting turf is a repetitive but most important task.  No turf, no heat.  

Simple as that. So the Irish Fair Turfcutter Award honors a volunteer for 

a ongoing, significant contribution. This Year’s winner is Siobhán 

Dugan, who has edited The Freebird since its inception  in 2005 and 

who has also made the Native Dogs of Ireland Area of the Fair the 

engaging and educational attraction is today.  On top of that, this year 

Siobhan spearheaded the move to infuse more Irish language into the 

festival, with volunteers getting training in a few key phrases, as well as 

having Irish- language musicians at the Summer school, the hurling 

announced bilingually, Irish endearments for dogs --or kids--taught in 

the Native Dogs area, and elements of Irish language at the Poteen Still, 

Holy Well and social dance stage. Gaeltacht Minnesota, an Irish 

language community group, supported the effort by moving to the front 

of the Fair and offering name tags and phrases in the Irish language as people entered. Says Siobhán : “I 

really connect with the mission of the Fair to celebrate genuine Irish culture with the broader community 

--and volunteering for the Fair gives me an outlet for creative juices as work-a-day life doesn’t. It was 

particularly exciting for me this year to see the warm reception the Irish language got in the various 

areas of the Fair from the organizers who mostly had limited experience with the language before 

themselves. And a volunteer came up to me and Will Kenny (of Gaeltacht Minnesota) and thanked us so 

warmly for the Irish she’d learned, that she enjoyed and appreciated it. How can ya not be chuffed when 

that happens?  Next year we’ll build on what we started this year---like we always do at the Fair!” 
 

AANN  GGHHAAEEIILLGGEE  
  

Is iomaí cor a chuireann an saol de. 

Life goes through many twists and turns. 

 

 

  

Courtesy of Gaeltacht Minnesota http://www.gaelminn.org/index.htm 

 

http://www.gaelminn.org/index.htm


IIRRIISSHH  CCOOMMMMUUNNIITTYY  CCEELLEEBBRRAATTEESS  LLIIFFEE,,  MMOOUURRNNSS  DDEEAATTHH  OOFF  

BBEERRNNAADDEETTTTEE  GGAALLAABBAA  
By Kathi Jones 

A gallant spirit has passed from our Irish community. On September 9, Bernadette Bridget Galaba, surrounded by 

her family, died from complications due to leukemia.    

  

Bernie, as she was also called, grew up in Glenamaddy, County Galway, Ireland. As a young woman she lived for 

awhile in England before moving to the East Coast of the United States where she married John Galaba and reared a 

family of two sons and a daughter. During this time, Bernadette was thoroughly involved in the local Irish 

community, everything from running pageants to creating one of a kind hand made dance costumes for Irish dancers. 

  

After their children were grown, a job transfer brought John and Bernadette to the 

Twin Cities. Being in a new place and not knowing anyone did not last very long. 

She quickly became acquainted with a group of local Irish. She also 

joined a Wednesday night ceili dance group at the Dubliner Pub. Soon she was a 

regular at nearly every Irish event. She knew everyone, and everyone knew her. 

  

It was during the early months in her new Minnesota home that her creative spirit 

blossomed anew. As a second grader back in Ireland, Bernadette won a first prize 

for an embroidery project and ever since loved creating beautiful 

fabric designs. Now she had the idea to start her own business, an embroidery 

business specializing in Irish and other Celtic designs. She purchased her first 

computerized embroidery machine and set up a workshop in the basement of her 

home. Her one person company, Creative Embroidery, was launched. She began 

with embroidered tee shirts 

and sweat shirts, later adding bags, denim jackets, blankets, and 

even wedding and christening gowns.  It was a point of pride 

that each piece be perfect. Soon, Bernadette expanded from 

selling out of her home, to having a booth at dozens of Irish 

events locally and across the country. In true 

Bernadette fashion, talking with her customers was part of her 

great pleasure in the business.  
  

Bernadette was deeply committed to her Irish heritage. At her 

booths she handed out flyers promoting Irish events. She was 

always among the first to donate her embroidery work or a few 

loaves of her famous soda bread to an Irish fundraiser. Whatever 

the event, she would be there. She was especially enthusiastic 

about local groups passing on to younger generations the 

traditional music that is so much a part of Irish culture.  
  

A few days after Bernadette's death, an Irish wake was held at 

the Dubliner Pub. Hundreds came to celebrate her 

life, many wearing Bernie's embroidered shirts, skirts, and 

jackets. The pub was filled with people, food, and flowers. 

Friends and family took to the small stage in singing songs that 

Bernie loved. Young dancers from the schools 

Bernadette costumed found a tiny space in which to perform. A 

dozen local musicians brought their instruments. Bernie loved 

ceili dancing, and so we danced. There were tears, but there 

were so many more smiles. It was a glorious celebration of a 

friend we were blessed to have graced our lives. 

  

 Rest peacefully, Bernadette. We love you.  

You are invited to  

Fáinne an Tsaoil 
Ring of Life  

  

¢ƻ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘŜ .ŜǊƴŀŘŜǘǘŜΩǎ  ƳŜƳƻǊȅΣ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ 
created an event to bring her family and 

friends together for a wonderful afternoon 
of Irish music, dance, song, and storytelling.  

Sunday November 11
th

, 2007 
Klub Haus 

1079 Rice St, St.Paul 
2:00 pm to 5 pm 

 

The event will benefit the new Bernadette 
Galaba Memorial Scholarship at the Center 
for Irish Music. The event's celebrity co-
host/performer/ceili caller/storyteller is the 
enormously popular Máirtín de Cógáin of 
the Fuchsia Band,  joined by staff and 
students from the Center for Irish Music and 
by the Giggin' Síles. There will also be a brief 
"fashion show" of some of Bernadette's 
embroidered creations.  

  

Please see the attached flier for details. For 
any additional information, e-mail 
BernadetteTribute@yahoo.com  
 

mailto:BernadetteTribute@yahoo.com


  

EEVVEENNTTSS 
Concert by Chulrua, Oct 30 Minneapolis, MN Merlin's Rest, 3601 East Lake Street, Minneapolis 

MN;  7:30 pm; $12 cover; concert information 612-216-2419 Chulrua is a traditional Irish trio made 

up of Paddy O’Brien on button accordion, Dale Russ on fiddle, and Pat Egan on guitar and vocals. 
 

Irish Boxing Team to participate in the 1st World Amateur Golden Gloves Championship Nov 16th and 17th along with 

teams the United Kingdom, Puerto Rico and America.  Grand Casino/Hinckley. Contact Sean Clerkin for more details 

jcslainte@aol.com.  
 

Second Annual Green Tie Event,  November 17th at The University Club's Downtown Clubhouse  

Order your tickets now! Give Our History A Home! Failte (welcome) Minnesota invite you to a night 

of fine dining and entertainment to raise funds to build an Irish Community Center for our local Irish 

heritage. The November 17 event begins at 6:00 p.m. and features Irish music, dance and silent and live 

auctions. Tickets are $100.00 per person and are available by contacting Dan Sexton at 651-455-1118 

or purchasing them through their website, www.failteminnesota.org   

Kia Cashman sings “The Luck of the Irish” (Famine, Emigration, Invasion, Laundries, King Henry, 

Famine, War, Black Death, Typhus, Blight, Whiskey, Famine, and Love, sigh) with Roger Anderson, John 

Kieselhorst, Nancy Vaiden,  and Dave Draeger and possibly a song or two from Glac Grinn and from The 

Giggin’ Síles. Sunday, November 18 6-8 pm at Merlin’s Rest, 3601 E. Lake Street, Minneapolis, Minnesota  

Trasna na dTonnta Ceili Dance Company is sponsoring a house concert by the effervescent Máirtín de Cógáin 

(The Fuchsia Band, "The Wind that Shakes the Barley", two-time all-Ireland champion storyteller) on Saturday, November 

10th, at the home of Mike and Jan Casey, 400 Macalester Avenue, St. Paul, beginning at 7:30 in the evening and ending 

sometime around tennish. Cost of admission for this intimate evening is only $10, desserts and beverages will be provided, 

and advance reservations are a must, as seating is strictly limited to 40. To secure your seat, e-mail Suin Lowary at 

trasna_na_dtonnta@yahoo.com. Reservations are first-come, first-served, and any received after the cutoff will be put on a 

waiting list. Come join us -- the craic is sure to be mighty! 

Happy Halloween  
(aka the ancient Celtic holiday of Samhain)! 

 
 

Snap-Apple Night by Daniel Maclise portrays a Halloween party in Blarney, Ireland, in 1832. The young people on the 

left play various divination games about future romance, while children on the right bob for apples. A couple in the center 

play snap-apple with an apple skewered on tongs hanging from a string 

Do you have an interest in children's activities?  How about getting involved with the group that plans 

entertainment and activities for the Irish Fair's Children's Area?  The committee is looking for a people to help 

brainstorm and plan activities for the 2008 festival and beyond.  The commitment would be for as little as a few 

meetings a year or as much as a few hours each month if you really wanted to get involved.  For more 

information, contact  Executive Director Steve Cerkvenik. 

 

http://merlinsrest.com/events/
mailto:jcslainte@aol.com
http://www.failteminnesota.org/
mailto:trasna_na_dtonnta@yahoo.com
mailto:Steve@GreatNorthernCommunications.com

