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Q2 The Freebird is the newsletter of thdrish Fair of Minnesota. g

=X Its purpose is to keep us connected, provide updates,

~% celebrate successes and share our stories, and to support H

% the mission of the Irish Fair by promoting and cultivating .

~  a

29 lIrish culture.
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This year saw the beginning of a new tradition at the Irish Fair witinétugurallrish Fair 1dol

Kl QT % Third Place: Katie Ray

RISH FAIR IDOL CONTEST

Contestiln keeping with our cgdmm
Irish culture this contesbrings forward new or nofet
widely recognized performers tobgggeraudience using the
familiarc’) | d ol 6 saidbai Erectitive [Drector Steve

RiverStagor Cara Il rish Pubs St
andto enter, B actshad to bdrish or Celtic in nature.

The judgeswer& her i OO0 Meara, | eadpdsi
Locklin Road, Mark Richardson of The Eddies and Fair
board membe& Irish music enthusiast Mike Ryan.

Flaming Seamus

The ®ven actshatcompeted afnalists in the contesperformed Friday nightf the Fairto an
enthusiasticcrowdr he wi nner 6s wer e:

First place: Flaming Seamus-four lads from Anoka who play traditionaish songs very
untraditionally Describing their music @ a n a w k w af irish mindic gfatkdpunk, and just general
ma y h gtheyspecialize in highenergy tunes and songanging fromchordpounding rebel songs
heart felt originalsto drinking jubilees& fiery fiddlingsets To hear Fl ami ng See
onCronwel | 6s G rhusz//\evwv isouind.conk/ftaming_seamu#s first- prize winners Flaming

" e Seamus wo®250anda gig on theJake O'Connor's River
Stageat the Fair where they wowed old fans and new

c
n

The SecondPlace: Poitin- aWild Irish Band hailing from
6County Far gwéntednidiciarsplay s e v e |
sparkling arrangements of traditional jigs and reels, marche
slow airs, the big balladseind Rebel and drinking songsven
some lrish 'schtick’. To hearterviews and music from

Poitin see:http://poitin.org/Press/PRESS.htm

Murray . From Osseo, Minnesothis 12- year old vocalissangthe
traditionalFields of Athenrya song about a young couple set in Irelanc
during mid1900sfacing immigration and how they long for better daysf
gone by. Katie hogkher presentation of this story remingsof the
strength and love of our Irish heritaga see KatidR a yp&rformancet
the Fair click:
http://www.soundclick.com/bands/default.cfm?bandID=697658
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http://www.isound.com/flaming_seamus/
http://poitin.org/Press/PRESS.htm
http://www.soundclick.com/bands/default.cfm?bandID=697658
http://viewmorepics.myspace.com/index.cfm?fuseaction=user.viewAlbums&friendID=101792332
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Other acts that made it to the finalist stafi¢ghe Irish Idol Contest weréiam Condon, a singer and

who performin thelrish showstyle

|RISH FAIR PHOTO CONTEST WINNER-

The McConnon Award, named in honor of Ed McConnon, founder of Irish fair's photo caatesgionsoed by
Ireland in Black and White(www.irelandinblackandwhite.corthis year and attracted some stunning entriésst

Chas Kelly Jensen.

Chas writes:

My connection to/Interest in Ireland has to do with my own heritage and that of wife and my-méé&wverThis
photo is indicative of the type of travel photos I like to take; | try to capture the flavor of whiaiealewe

happen to be in, asitakesme lookclosely at the place so that | may enjoy it even more. And that is how | got
attached photo.

On a recent trip to Irelandne of our goals during our trip was to visit her motheasve Falcarrah, which we
were able to do even though itswainy and getting dark by the time we found it. My meihdaw kept
remarking how much she liked to see the kids in their uniforms walking down the streets.

As welaterstrolled through the town of Kilkenny, this group of boys just happened to beagppg us and

| snapped the photo with the intention of giving it to her.

1

AN GHAEILGE
Nior chuaigh fial riamh go hifreann.
No generous person ever went to hell.

Courtesy of GaeltachMinnesotahttp://www.gaelminn.org/index.htm
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http://www.irelandinblackandwhite.com/
http://www.daltai.com/proverbs/weeks/week130.htm
http://www.gaelminn.org/index.htm
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% | RISH STUDENTS BENEFIT FROM
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8 MINNESOTAN G5 M USICAL
2 THERAPY

2¢ Beth Engelkings a regular among the volunteers at

Xg the Irish Fair of Minnesotao sharing her talents to
%= benefit othes comes pretty naturally to her. After

> v

92 finishing a music thera
»> v

~% University of Minnesota, Beth had a couple months
2§ before she starting her internshipdshedecided it

) a

»& would be good to spend the time in between doing /
%= some more volueer work--this time,at Scoil

> v

82 Aonghusan Cashel County Tipperarylreland much

=% tothe delight of the school and its students. — =
o'~ Beth Engelking with gincipal Siobhan Ryarof special needs

N, a , -
®T  Scoil Aonghusa is a school for children wittoderae or 5 .c.h. Seoll Aosiahusdin Cashel Ireland
N severelearning disalits Some st udents al so have physical or no t

W= provide afinurturing, happy and stimulating environmenttfeg students, always helping them to achieve as hig
82 level of independence as possiblas a music therapisBeth plied her skills to help each child in specific ways,
based on individual needs. For instance, for a child who is withdrawn, music can be a bridge to gain more
2§ engagement, for a child who has trouble cooperating, playing together in a group dasteelbat skillor help

»< them learn how to follow and take directi@md so on

58 A They |Beth saysfitheyt got so into it and rpended so well to the musiand she wamost thrilled to be
<% able to see some positive affeofshe music therapy on the kidfter just a few weeks.

XS To make the trip possibl8eth applied to and won a grant from the Paddy Clancy Memorial ScholarstdpsEt

up by Clancyébés widow, Ma r young wisicians from the Irish traditiom. i o0 n S
AThi s wsclolarahipfofithikstnd o says Beth #Abut | am happy t r
results at Scoil Aonghughat she isinterested irsupporing more grarg to bring music therapy to Irish children
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Bet hds music the
i n Nationalisto a newspaper

py pr otherpeess indradance Wwas featured ia Ivisb Musib |
Magazine and he
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EVENTS

A Charladies Christmas-Irish Holiday Music and Dandeéeaturing an evening of Christmas and Irish music,
featuring a troupe of fine musicians (Laura MacKenzie, Daithi Sproule, Tom Schaefer, Michael Bissonnette
Dec Barry) plus the creatively lighttearted Irish dancers, "Biddies Galor&onday Dec 1th & Tuesday Dec

§ 11" 7:30 PM The Lowry Theaterl6 West 5th Street (between Wabasha & St. Ré&eryntown St. Paul

nd
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Ticketsavailable atwww.lauramackenzie.com

Center for Irish Music All-School Recital
Come listen to the next generation of Irish musicians strut their stuff atschalbl recitaSunday, December 2
from 4-6pmat theWellstone Centeperformance Hall, 179 Robie Street Eastthe West Side of St Paltree

The Traditional Singers Club brings to town the weliraveled performer, sorgpllector, storyteller and singer
from Cork City,Jimmy Crowley . Crowley has devoted much of the past three decades to building repertoire
perfecting performances that highlight the unique charm andfwis beloved hometown. The concertFriday,
December 14is atThe St. Paul Conservatory of Musid29 East Exchange Street) at 7:30pm. Admission for tl
event is $10 at the door.
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http://www.lauramackenzie.com/

