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The Freebird is the newsletter of the IIrriisshh  FFaaiirr  ooff  MMiinnnneessoottaa. 

Its purpose is to keep us connected, provide updates, 

celebrate successes and share our stories, and to support 

the mission of the Irish Fair by promoting and cultivating 

Irish culture.    
 

II RRII SSHH  FFAAII RR  II DDOOLL   CCOONNTTEESSTT   
This year saw the beginning of a new tradition at the Irish Fair with the inaugural Irish Fair Idol 

Contest.  ñIn keeping with our commitment to supporting 

Irish culture, this contest brings forward new or not-yet 

widely recognized performers to a bigger audience, using the 

familiar óIdolô formatò said Fair Executive Director, Steve 

Cerkvenik. The contest was open to any music or dance act 

that was not already booked for a set on the Jake O'Connor's 

River Stage or Cara Irish Pubs Stages at this yearôs festival 

and to enter, all acts had to be Irish or Celtic in nature. 

 

The judges were Sheri OôMeara, lead singer of Celtic band 
Locklin Road, Mark Richardson of The Eddies and Fair 

board member & Irish music enthusiast Mike Ryan. 

 

The seven acts that competed as finalists in the contest performed Friday night of the Fair to an 

enthusiastic crowd. The winnerôs were: 

First place: Flaming Seamus--four lads from Anoka who play traditional Irish songs very 

untraditionally. Describing their music as ñan awkward blend of Irish music, folk, punk, and just general 

mayhemò, they specialize in high- energy tunes and songs, ranging from chord-pounding rebel songs &  

heart- felt originals to drinking jubilees & fiery fiddling sets.  To hear Flaming Seamus play ñDancing 

on Cromwellôs Graveò click: http://www.isound.com/flaming_seamus/. As first- prize winners Flaming 

Seamus won $250 and a gig on the Jake O'Connor's River 

Stage at the Fair where they wowed old fans and new. 

 

The Second Place:  Poítín- a Wild Irish Band  hailing from 

óCounty Fargoô. These seven talented musicians play 

sparkling arrangements of traditional jigs and reels, marches, 

slow airs, the big ballads- and Rebel and drinking songs--even 

some Irish 'schtick'. To hear interviews and music from 

Poítín, see: http://poitin.org/Press/PRESS.htm  

 

Third Place: Katie Ray 

Murray . From Osseo, Minnesota this 12- year old vocalist sang the 

traditional Fields of Athenry, a song about a young couple set in Ireland 

during mid-1900s facing immigration, and how they long for better days 

gone by. Katie hoped her presentation of this story reminds us of the 

strength and love of our Irish heritage. To see Katie Rayôs performance at 

the Fair, click: 

http://www.soundclick.com/bands/default.cfm?bandID=697658  

Flaming Seamus 

http://www.isound.com/flaming_seamus/
http://poitin.org/Press/PRESS.htm
http://www.soundclick.com/bands/default.cfm?bandID=697658
http://viewmorepics.myspace.com/index.cfm?fuseaction=user.viewAlbums&friendID=101792332


Other acts that made it to the finalist stage of the Irish Idol Contest were: Liam Condon, a singer and 

guitar player from New Ross, Ireland;  the Serfs, who play Irish bar music in the stylistic tradition of the 

Pogues; Thirty Mile Stone, a traditional Irish trio; and the Cooney Irish Dancers, a group of young dancers 

who perform in the Irish show style. 
  

II RRII SSHH  FFAAII RR  PPHHOOTTOO  CCOONNTTEESSTT  WW II NNNNEERR--    
The McConnon Award, named in honor of Ed McConnon, founder of Irish fair's photo contest, was sponsored by 

Ireland in Black and White (www.irelandinblackandwhite.com  this year and attracted some stunning entries. First 

place prizes were awarded in  three categories.  Featured this month is the winning entry in the People category, by 
Chas. Kelly Jensen.  

 

Chas. writes:  

My connection to/Interest in Ireland has to do with my own heritage and that of wife and my mother-in-law. This 

photo is indicative of the type of travel photos I like to take;  I try to capture the flavor of whatever locale we 

happen to be in, as it makes me look closely at the place so that I may enjoy it even more. And that is how I got the 

attached photo.  

 

On a recent trip to Ireland, one of our goals during our trip was to visit her mother's native Falcarrah, which we 

were able to do even though it was rainy and getting dark by the time we found it. My mother-in-law kept 

remarking how much she liked to see the kids in their uniforms walking down the streets.  

As we later strolled through the town of Kilkenny, this group of boys just happened to be approaching us and 

I snapped the photo with the intention of giving it to her. 

AANN  GGHHAAEEII LL GGEE  
Níor chuaigh fial riamh go hIfreann. 

No generous person ever went to hell. 

 

 

Courtesy of Gaeltacht Minnesota http://www.gaelminn.org/index.htm 

 

http://www.irelandinblackandwhite.com/
http://www.daltai.com/proverbs/weeks/week130.htm
http://www.gaelminn.org/index.htm


IRISH STUDENTS BENEFIT FROM  

M INNESOTANôS MUSICAL  

THERAPY  
Beth Engelking is a regular among the volunteers at 

the Irish Fair of Minnesota, so sharing her talents to 

benefit others comes pretty naturally to her. After 

finishing a music therapy masterôs degree at the 

University of Minnesota, Beth had a couple months 

before she starting her internship and she decided it 

would be good to spend the time in between doing 

some more volunteer work---this time, at Scoil 

Aonghusa in Cashel, County Tipperary, Ireland,  much 

to the delight of the school and its students. 

 

Scoil Aonghusa is a school for children with moderate or 

severe learning disabilities. Some students also have physical or emotional difficulties. The schoolôs goal is to 

provide a ñnurturing, happy and stimulating environment for the students, always helping them to achieve as high a 

level of independence as possibleò. As a music therapist, Beth plied her skills to help each child in specific ways, 

based on individual needs. For instance, for a child who is withdrawn, music can be a bridge to gain more 

engagement, for a child who has trouble cooperating, playing together in a group can help foster that skill, or help 

them learn how to follow and take direction, and so on. 

 

Beth said her time in Cashel went really well and the staff of the school were very supportive of her. And the kids? 

ñThey loved itò Beth says, ñthey got so into it and responded so well to the musicò and she was most thrilled to be 

able to see some positive affects of the music therapy on the kids after just a few weeks. 

 

To make the trip possible, Beth applied to and won a grant from the Paddy Clancy Memorial Scholarship Fund set 

up by Clancyôs widow, Mary, with the intention of supporting young musicians from the Irish tradition.   

 

ñThis was a first scholarship of this kindò says Beth ñbut I am happy to report that Mary was so pleased with the 

results at Scoil Aonghusa that she is interested in supporting more grants to bring music therapy to Irish children.ò 

 

Bethôs music therapy program received favorable notice in the press in Ireland; it was featured in Irish Music 

Magazine and in óThe Nationalistò a newspaper published in Cashel.  

 

EEVVEENNTTSS  
A Charladies Christmas--Irish Holiday Music and Dance Featuring an evening of Christmas and Irish music, 

featuring a troupe of fine musicians (Laura MacKenzie,  Daithi Sproule, Tom Schaefer, Michael Bissonnette  and 

Dec Barry) plus the creatively light- hearted Irish dancers, "Biddies Galore":. Monday Dec 10th & Tuesday Dec 

11
th
, 7:30 PM, The Lowry Theater, 16 West 5th Street (between Wabasha & St. Peter), Downtown St. Paul. 

Tickets available at: www.lauramackenzie.com 

 

Center for Irish Music  All -School Recital  

Come listen to the next generation of Irish musicians strut their stuff at an all-school recital Sunday, December 2 

from 4-6pm at the Wellstone Center performance Hall, 179 Robie Street East, on the West Side of St Paul. Free  

 

The Traditional Singers Club brings to town the well-traveled performer, song-collector, storyteller and singer 

from Cork City, Jimmy Crowley . Crowley has devoted much of the past three decades to building repertoire and 

perfecting performances that highlight the unique charm and wit of his beloved hometown. The concert on Friday, 

December 14 is at The St. Paul Conservatory of Music (29 East Exchange Street) at 7:30pm. Admission for the 

event is $10 at the door.   

Beth Engelking with principal Siobhán Ryan of special needs 

school óScoil Aonghusaô in Cashel, Ireland 

http://www.lauramackenzie.com/

