
  

 
 

 

The Freebird 

And So It Begins Again www.irishfair.com 
May 28, 2010 

 

EXTRA EXTRA:   FREE ADMISSION!!! 

THE OFFICIAL NEWSLETTER FOR THE IRISH FAIR OF MINNESOTA 

In This Freebird: 
- Sneak Peak at 2010 activities 

- Irish Fair goes virtual on Facebook and 

Twitter 

- Twin Cities Robert Emmet Hurling 

Club competes in First Annual North 

Star Cup 

- Call for volunteers  

- An Ghaeilge Phrase of the Month 

- Raffle Tickets on sale now 
 

As spring fades to summer, 2010 Irish Fair of MN transitions from last year’s memory to an exciting new 

reality. Mark the calendars and start the countdown- Irish Fair 2010 will take place August 13
th

-15
th

 
and will once again convene at Harriet Island Park in St. Paul. Positioned between St. Patrick’s Day and 

Christmas, Irish Fair is a family event that celebrates a rich and beautiful Irish culture that continues to 

thrive throughout Minnesota and the Upper Midwest. The purpose of the Freebird newsletter is to connect 

and inform those inspired by a Bodhran beat of Irish dance, music, sport, poetry, history, and heritage, 

while inviting future generations and outside communities to share the craic.  

 



 

  

 
 

Irish Fair 2010 will continue a strong 

tradition of entertainment, learning, 

and participation while adding new 

attractions.  

 

For the first time, Irish Fair attendees 

will experience an exhibit 

documenting Irish music from past to 

present using traditional instruments 

and rare music memorabilia. Irish Fair 

2010 is honored to announce that the 

drone of bagpipes will proudly 

dominate Harriet Island in the First 

Aannual Fitzgerald Irish Fair Piping 

Contest in honor of the late and 

beloved Tim Fitzgerald. If one falls 

victim to the unexplainable yet all-

too-often desire to continue the 

Irish experience by traveling to the 

Emerald Isle, fear not, as the 

employees in the new Travel Tent 

will be happy to arrange plane 

tickets and excursions. Vendors 

have received extensive training to 

deal with fainting and 

uncontrollable bouts of joy. 

 

Music, dancing, food, and drink 

will continue to bring an 

authenticity that transforms Harriet 

Island into the lost Aran Island. 

Headlining bands for the 2010 will 

be announced in June and posted 

the next edition of the Freebird!  

 

 

Follow Irish Fair on Facebook and Twitter! 

Sneak Peak 2010... 

Stay informed with Irish Fair news, events, promotions, and deals through Facebook and Twitter- think of it 

as the first online Irish pub! Join the excitement on facebook! Search for Friends of Irish Fair of 

MN on Facebook and follow us at www.twitter.com/IrishFairMN! 

 
 

ñWe live in an age when unnecessary things are our only necessities.ò 

-Oscar Wilde 

IRISH FAIR OF MINNESOTA 2010 AUGUST 13th-15th HARRIET ISLAND, ST. PAUL 

http://www.twitter.com/IrishFairMN


 

  

 
 

 
 

The Robert Emmet Hurling Club proudly 

continues the ancient Gaelic sport against the 

Madison Hurling Club this Saturday, May 29
th

. A 

series of matches will be held from 11:00am to 

4:00pm at Bossen Field, 28
th

 Avenue South and 

East  50
th

 Street, in Minneapolis.  

 

The Twin Cities Robert Emmets (TCRE) are 

celebrating their 5
th

 anniversary with the formation 

of the First Annual North Star Cup competition, an 

event they hope will lead to club awareness and 

growth; while attracting a new generation of 

hurlers. Hurling fanatics are encouraged to attend 

this rare opportunity to see the beloved game in 

person, while those scavenging Google for hurling 

this moment must experience the game firsthand to 

understand and enjoy the mythic power of the 

sport. Children and adults alike will be able to try 

their hand at hurling under the tutelage of TCRE 

trainers and coaches with official equipment 

provided.  

  
TCRE will provide a BBQ and beverages after 

the games. Some sort of a side dish is always 

welcome. 

 

So come on out to the pitch and root for the TCRE 

lads as they take on the hurlers from Madison. For 

more information visit:  

 

www.twincities.northamerican.gaa.ie 

 

North Star Hurling Cup Saturday, May 29, at Bossen Field 

“Waking Ned Devine” is this month’s Freebird Irish Movie 

Please visit www.givemn.org to contribute donations for Irish Fair. Help keep this event FREE! 

Raffle Tickets on SALE NOW!!!

Buy your tickets today at Irish Indeed and Irish on Grand. The tickets help offset the costs of the Fair and 

allow it to remain a free event- not to mention the array of prices to be won including an expenses paid trip to 

Ireland and a scooter! Skip the weekly lottery tickets and start getting those raffle tickets today for a truly 

grand prize! 

http://www.twincities.northamerican.gaa.ie/
http://www.givemn.org/


 

  

 
 

The Irish Fair is still in need of an 

amalgamation of volunteers in many 

fields! If you are reading this in May 

and have a feeling of excitement (be 

honest) for the Fair in August, 

continue to share your excitement and 

talent by joining the community of 

volunteers that make this event a 

possible. Time commitments vary and 

all skill types are encouraged. Please 

contact Anne McLellan, Volunteer 

Coordinator,  with questions and 

interests at volunteer@irishfair.com.   

Volunteers Still Needed  

AN GHAEILGE 

Phrase of the Month 
Courtesy of Gaeltacht Minnesota 

 

 
Is maith comhairle ach is fearr cabhair. 

ñAdvice is good, but help is better.ò  

 

 
To learn more about the Irish language and  

Winona Irish Language immersion classes this July visit 

Gaeltacht Minnesota at www.gaelminn.org 

Please forward The Freebird to 

friends and family to help further the 

message of the Irish Fair. This 

festival is nothing without the 

community that breathes life and love 

into it every day! 

 

This is the inaugural Freebird written 

and edited by John Murray, a senior 

at St. John’s University. Questions, 

concerns, and Guinness donations 

will be fielded at 

jcmurray@csbsju.edu 

Make sure to check the next edition for more news 

and headliners! Stay posted at: www.irishfair.com    

Rain will not stop these volunteers! 

www.givemn.org THANKS FOR KEEPING THE TRADITION ALIVE! 

 

mailto:volunteer@irishfair.com
http://www.gaelminn.org/
mailto:jcmurray@csbsju.edu
http://www.irishfair.com/
http://www.givemn.org/

