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From the basement of a neighborhood barbershop to Fenway Park the year the Red Sox won the World Series to a
song in an Academy Award winning Martin Scorsese film, “The Departed”, the goal for the Dropkick

Mu r p hhys always remained the same: “We always wanted to be that band that didn’t forget where we came
from and we keep it in the forefront of our minds that we’re all in it together, audience and band members, as
one.” says band co-founder Ken Casey. ““ The band’s name was stolen from an old rehab where they used to take
=S¢ skid row bums in Boston... We always heard of old-timers in our neighborhood telling war stories about being
locked up at Dropkick Murphy's.” says Casey.
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The Freeb:rd is the newsletter of the Irish Fair of Minnesota, August
7-9, 2009 Harriet Island in St. Paul. Its purpose is to keep us
connected, provide updates, celebrate successes and share our
stories, and to support the mission of the Irish Fair by promoting and
cultivating Irish culture.
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2009 Friday Headliners

The Dropkick Murphys are from Quincy,
Massachusetts where they first blended
traditional folk rock and punk rock to create to
sounds of Celtic punk music. With influences
that include Stiff Little Fingers, The Pogues,
The Clash, Thin Lizzy, The Dubliners, and the
Swingin' Utters, the band has made a name for
itself for their driven, cathartic music and direct
connection to their fans.

The bands’ main goal is to play music that
creates an “all for one, one for all environment
where everyone is encouraged to participate,
sing along, and hopefully have a good time”. As
well they hope to share their experiences and
their belief in working class solidarity,
friendship, loyalty and self- improvement as a
means to bettering society.

The Dropkick Murphy’s have evolved over the

past decade into one of the most beloved punk-inspired bands in the world. “The Meanest Of Times”, their sixth
studio album of spirited, energizing and heartfelt songs starts with the explosive, uncompromising and downright
brilliant “Famous For Nothing” and the set bowing, optimistic roar of “Never Forget”, “The Meanest Of Times”
is book-ended in top form and captures among its fifteen tracks what founding bassist Ken Casey calls “themes of
childhood, growing up and family”.

“To me the [The Meanest Of Times] record is a celebration of life”, front man Al Barr adds. “It’s about
redemption. It’s about coming up in the world and the way it shapes you. It’s about not taking your family and
4 friends for granted and it’s about living in the moment...” At the heart of “The Meanest Of Times” lies “The State
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=2y of Massachusetts” a song that plays to the strengths of the Dropkick Murphys that was chosen as a digital single
<8¢ in advance of the disc. The song, with it’s instantly memorable driving banjo riff courtesy of Tim Brennan, is sure

XS to be an immediate hit with the diehard Murphys fans as well as the legion of new fans who have come on board
%= in the wake of “The Departed”. Al comments “I think we all like the fact that it crosses the spectrum between

N X Irish folk music and rock & roll. It’s really indicative of what the band is all about.”

% “In this day and age, I think it’s natural for bands to write songs based on topical, political and social issues,” Ken
2% explains. “But as we started to take a look at all the songs, we had eleven that dealt with family. And by that |

~  a

N mean our direct families, people in the neighborhood, fans and friends. For whatever reason the songs just
W= gravitated in that direction, each song tells a story about people in our lives or parts of our backgrounds”.
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Q2 Come hear the Dropkick Mu-orefmedod s
XS festivalin the Midwest,The Irish Fair of Minnesota August 7-9, 2009
Harriet ISand in St. Paul

SX  Tolearn more about the band and hear their music, datim//www.dropkickmurphys.conio see a list of all

Zer of the eadliners at the Fair seléair Headliners 2009

Next Monthoés Featured Heag
The Makem and Spain Brothers the Tradition Continues

Xg POINT, CLICK, WIN!

= Will Harrison
N= Irish fair photo contest manager

%=, Sharpen your eye and clean your best lens, ‘cause
the Irish Fair Photo contest is only 2 months away!
This is opportunity to celebrate Irish Culture and
your own artistic vision through the medium of
photography---and have your work published in
60 The F nodmtbThercahtést is open to
amateur photographers of all ages. Photographs
should show Irish culture in some way; they do not
need to be taken in Ireland. One winning entry from
2008 was taken right here in the Twin Cities!
Complete contest details and entry forms are
available online. There are also two photo drop-off
sites, Irish on Grand, just west of Lexington on

% Grand Ave in St. Paul, and Irish Indeed, at Snelling and Randolph in St. Paul.

There are three categories in the contest this year — People, Scenery, and Studies in black and White. The grand
prize for each category is a fine art photograph from Barry Hendrickson’s Ireland in Black and Whiteeries. As
the contest sponsor and one of the judging panel, Barry will be available in the Pavilion on Sunday afternoon to
personally answer questions entrants have concerning their photographs. Barry is committed to Irish culture and
photography as an art form, and you have the opportunity to reap some wisdom that he brings to the arena of fine
art photography and the inspiration of his truly lovely work.

Questions? Contact the Photo Contest manager at irishfairphoto2009@yahoo.cor&ntry deadline is Tuesday,
August 4, by the close of business at the drop-off sites.

Help make 2009 the biggest contest year exgat ou thereand
POINT, CLICK, AND ENTER!
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LOOK WHAT'S COOKIN': THE EXPANDED

IRISH FAIR IRISH BAKING CONTEST!

The Cultural Pavilion at Irish Fair continues to expand the horizons of
cultural celebration to include one of the most enduring, and endearing
traditions on the aul’ sod; baking gorgeous hearty healthy stuff for
family and friends.

- Many might pass over a baking contest for a variety of reasons.

. However, if you are an amateur baker, there are so many more reasos
to grab yer oven mitts and fire up the hearth! Soda bread and scones
are wholesome, staple foods that can be baked anytime at home. With
the pinch of today’s economy, baking simple, satisfying foods in our

own kitchen is even more gratifying and sensible. As well, entering
the contest can provide you with the motivation needed to learn how to bake two of the most traditional Irish foods
--and may provide an opportunity for discovery and for finding a part of your family’s history and tradition. If you
are of Irish descent, spend some time asking relatives if they know of a family recipe. Who knows what you may
discover about yourself, and what you may find that you can pass on to the next generation. And last: your 15
minutes of fameTThe contest will be judged by a panel of bakers, on Saturday, August 8. Winners receive
ribbons, bragging rights, and likely several invites to their friend’s houses--- provided they bring some treats!

There are two bread categories — Traditional Brown Bread, and Traditional White bread. There are two scone
categories — Sweet Scones, and Savory Scones. The entry deadline is 4:00pm Wednesday, August 5, 2009. All
entries must be brought to the Irish Fair cultural pavilion on Saturday, August 8", not later than 10:30 am. Judging
will occur promptly at 11:00am. Score sheets may be viewed on line, so you can see the criteria being used.

For full details, and to enter, please visit the Irish Fair Baking Contest or email the contest manager at
irishsodabread2009@yahoo.com if you seek more information.

This is one of the easiest and tastiest contests ever! Entry requires only an e-mail, and the result will be most
gratifying for you and your family for years to come! See you at the judging table!

MEET THE FAIR'S NEW VOLUNTEER
COORDINATOR: Julie Ansell

Irish Fair
Volunteers Needed!

| first visited the Irish Fair of Minnesota in 2006, and was instantly captivated
by the music, dancing, sport, food, and folklore. Having moved to Minneapolis
the previous winter, | sensed that | had finally found a place that felt like
home.

My family ancestry is quite the melting pot, but as far back as | can remember
there has been a strong affinity for all things Irish. My mother participated in
Irish dancing as a child, and we often attended events sponsored by

the Gaelic community - on days other than March 17!

After registering to volunteer the following year, | met Maria Flynn Conway. |
signed up for a couple of shifts, and stayed for the full weekend. Inspired by
Maria's connection with the Fair community, | wanted to become

more involved with the event and the wonderful volunteers that make the Irish
Fair of Minnesota possible. With Maria's guidance, (and perhaps a pint or two)
I agreed to take on the VVolunteer Coordinator role this year. It is such a joy to
hear the stories of those who have participated year after

year, encouraging family and friends to volunteer, and getting to know those
who are new to the volunteer family.

An Irishman once told me, "The Irish, when in Rome, do like the Irish." | have
found this to be true; wherever | roam, an Irish pub - or the Fair - always feels
like home.

Volunteering is a great way to
meet other energetic,
interesting people who enjoy All
Things Irish---and the ONLY
way the Fair can survive. So if
you'd like to spend some time
renewing old acquaintances,
making new friends and having
fun while contributing your time
to the worthy cause of keeping
the Irish Fair free, please sign
up at online registration and
see a summary of festival tasks
and general volunteer
information is available.
Thursday and Friday setup and
Sunday evening tear down are
our most critical areas of need.
If possible, please consider
registering for one of those
slots i even if you also want to
help out elsewhere during the
festival.
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R 7 corier Join us for the 3rd Annual Young Irish Musicians Weekend Master's
Q= Concert, Saturday June 20, 2009, 7:30pm at The Celtic Junction in St Paul, MN.

«irish

A variety of wonderful and well-known artists will be performing: Eliot Grasso

o7 (pipes, flute, tin whistle) Liz & Yvonne Kane (fiddles) and Daithi Sproule (guitar,
*y song & Irish language), with assistance from Expert CIM Staff. This activity is made
N possible, in part, by funds provided by the Irish Fair of Minnesota, Legacy Fund and
Ne private donations. Thank you!

=% Sign up Soon for Tir na nOg Irish Children's Theater Summer Camp

Come experience theater the Irish way! Join us at an exciting theater camp taught by one of the Twin Cities
28 leading theater educators, Sarah Cromer-Ben Said. Theater Camp will be Monday-Friday August 3rd-7th.
®< Open to children ages 5 and up from 9:00-3:00. Cost of the camp is $150.00, includes registration, materials
%= and showboat performance. (10% sibling discount) The camp will be located at the Saint Paul reformation
9= Lutheran church 100 N.Oxford st. For registration forms or more information email starngt@hotmail.com or
=2 call 407-497-0993. Enrollment is limited.

2y  Traditional Songs in Harmony

Do Sing your heart out in sweet harmony! We'll be singing traditional and folk songs from Ireland, Scotland,

S Canada and America in a cappella arrangements for voices. Music will be taught by ear. Come with your voice
92 and arecording device. Beginners, both male and female are welcome. 6:30-8:00pm Wednesdays June 24, July
o 1, 8, and 15 $75 Please respond directly to Norah from the Center for Irish Music at

204 norahrendell@norahrendell.com or 651-497-1131

Q=2 Learn to Speak Irish with Gaeltacht Minnesota at the
Ninth Annual Weekend in Winona Language Workshop.
Join Gaeltacht Minnesota Friday evening through Sunday lunch on
the lovely campus of St. Mary’s University in Winona, Minnesota.
Learn Irish for the first time, or practice the Irish you’ve already
learned, with great teachers, great company,
and great fun! For more information:
1 Get complete details at: www.gaelminn.org
1 E-mail us: info@gaelminn.org
(1 Call Will Kenny at (763) 533-3271  For general information about the location, see: Winona

. Gaeltacht

IRISH FAIR RAFFLE TICKETS (&S50
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Tickets for the raffle that helps support the Irish Fair are
now available at Irish Indeed, Irish on Grand and from many, many Irish organizations throughout the Twin Cities.
Besides supporting our own great summer family festival of St. Paul the raffle tickets sales ALSO supports other Irish
groups. Other prizes besides the Buddy Scooter include Airfare for Two to Ireland -Compliments of AGT, 7 Days Car
& Lodging Ireland Tour Package- Compliments of Terry Flynn Tours, Large Framed Print-Compliments of Ireland in
Black and White, Fabulous John Hanely Mohair Throw- Compliments of IRISH on GRAND, 2 Limited Edition Belleek
§ Vases-Compliments of Irish Indeed. Drawing will be held at the Irish Fair on August 9, 2009 at 6PM. Proceeds benefit
§ the lrish Fair, Childrenés Program of Northern Irela
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- Tir gan teanga, tir gan anam
A land without its language is a land without its soul
Courtesy ofGaeltacht Minnesotaa volunteer organization that teaches the Irish language
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