
AANN  GGHHAAEEIILLGGEE  
 

Ná bris do loigrín ar stól nach bhfuil i do shlí.  

 

Do not break your shin on a stool that is not in your way. 
 

Courtesy of Gaeltacht Minnesota http://www.gaelminn.org/index.htm 
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The Freebird is the newsletter of the IIrriisshh  FFaaiirr  ooff  

MMiinnnneessoottaa  ((AAuugguusstt  1100  --  1122,,  HHaarrrriieett  IIssllaanndd,,  SStt..  PPaauull).  

Its purpose is to keep us connected, provide updates, 

celebrate successes and share our stories, and to 

support the mission of the Irish Fair by promoting and 

cultivating Irish culture.    
 

  FFaaiirr  HHeeaaddlliinneerr  NNeewwss    --    TThhee  FFuucchhssiiaa  BBaanndd  
The Fuchsia Band from Co. Cork, Ireland, plays traditional music in English and Irish with a tidal pull of 

magnetic charisma and vibrant authenticity. The band is fronted by singer, dancer & seanchaí Máirtín de 

Cógáin, who won the acclaimed All-Ireland title for his storytelling. Máirtín's indefatigable stage 

presence and penchant for telling grand 

tales are a staple of the Fuchsia Band's 

performances. The tunes are supplied by 

Eóin Verling wowing crowds on the 

button-box, and by the light-fingered 

flautist Mick Heffernan, both of whom 

are both known to take a lash at the 

guitar. The newest member of the band is 

Brian McGillicuddy, who has been 

twanging with gusto and no little skill on 

the banjo and mandolin since his early 

years. Says Máirtín: ñWe all come from 

different musical backgrounds, but formed a complementary mix of fluid sound! We had such great craic 

playing we decided to do loads of gigs together.ò Hence seeds of Fuchsia are being sewn around the 

world, planting  the craic everywhere.  

 

The Fuchsia Band will also be a part of the more intimate atmosphere of the Irish Fair Summer School. 

  

OOtthheerr  HHeeaaddlliinneerrss  aatt  tthhee  22000077  IIrriisshh  FFaaiirr  ooff  MMiinnnneessoottaa::  

  GGAAEELLIICC  SSTTOORRMM  ------  YYOOUUNNGG  DDUUBBLLIINNEERRSS    ------  CCEELLTTIICC  TTEENNOORRSS  

TTHHEE  DDOOOONN  CCEEIILLII  BBAANNDD------  TTHHEE  MMAAHHOONNEESS  
SSeeee  hhttttpp::////wwwwww..iirriisshhffaaiirr..ccoomm//  ffoorr  mmoorree  iinnffoo  

  

 

http://www.daltai.com/proverbs/weeks/week188.htm
http://www.gaelminn.org/index.htm
http://www.irishfair.com/


  ""OOffff  YYoouu  GGoo""  
 Until only recently, the traditional Irish wake was always held in the home of the deceased. This year, in the 

pavilion, Irish Fair's cultural area will present an exhibit replica of 

a home wake such as would have been found in any late 1800's or 

1900's rural village parlor. The exhibit is complete with dearly 

departed, Grampa Tim Finnegan. However, so as to not frighten 

the children, the deceased will be slightly whimsical and not look 

like anything that would have at one time been alive. Everything 

else will be authentically traditional. 

  

Signage at the exhibit will explain wake room particulars. 

For more in depth information, along with anecdotes, twice daily 

brief talks will be given at the wake room.  You will learn how 

the ubiquitous cell phone has crept into one aspect of the Irish 

burial ritual. Perennial favorites in the tea room, the Giggin' Síles, 

will perform keening, a singing lament for the dead, which praises the deceased and comforts the bereaved. One of 

the Síles will also give a short prayer for the dead in Irish and in English.  
 

While youôre in the neighborhood, come see the poitín (Irish moonshine) still and learn how this fiery illegal 

beverage was made& distributed. The loftier spirit (no pun intended, but I couldnôt make myself edit it out) will 

want to seek out the also nearby Holy Well, dedicated to St. Brigid as are many of such wells yet extent and visited 

in Ireland. There will be talks at both exhibits during the weekend. Consult the Fair schedule closer to the event for 

details. 
 

VVOOLLUUNNTTEEEERRSS  NNEEEEDDEEDD  AATT  TTHHEE  IIRRIISSHH  FFAAIIRR  
 We are looking for people who like to have fun, meet new people and enjoy a rich cultural musical event!  

  

Minimum requirement is one, four hour shift during the 

weekend.  We provide a t-shirt, 1 beverage coupon 

(plus soft drinks during shift) and parking for each 

volunteer.  For those who like to give more time ( 2 

shifts per day) we add, food vouchers and a maximum 

of 2 beer coupons per day.  AND for those who like to 

volunteer all weekend (at least two full days) in 

addition to the above items we will provide access to 

the VIP Hospitality Tent. 

  

At the Irish Fair we realize we could not keep the 

showing going and provide a free event if it was not for 

our wonderful volunteers.  This year our THANK 

YOU PARTY will take place at the Rathskeller in the 

Summit Brewery at 6:00pm on September 13th. 

  

Take a look on line at www.irishfair.com at the 

volunteer opportunities available and register to have a 

one of a kind experience. 

  

We will have a training session on August 1st (must be 

pre-registered to attend) at the Summit Brewery from 

7:00 to 9:00pm for ticket sellers, wristband ID, beer 

sellers and any other area that requires specific 

training.  Please note if you have not attended the 

training in the last 30 months you must attend this year. 

 

 
 

Our new volunteer Coordinator, Maria 

Flynn Conway comes from Waterford, 

Ireland and is a member of the Board of the 

Irish Fair of Minnesota. Maria met the Fair 

through Roger Conway one of the original 

Fair founders, who is her uncle-in-law, and 

has loved every year of it since.   

 

Says Maria: ñHaving the Fair run on a 

volunteer basis is wonderful because it 

gives everyone ownership for how the Fair 

progresses, you know people are there 

because they want to be.  It also contributes 

in a large way to keeping it a free event so 

everyone can appreciate and join in the 

weekend.ò 

http://www.irishfair.com/


IIrriisshh  FFaaiirr  PPhhoottoo  CCoonntteesstt  
True or false - pictures entered in Irish 

Fair's photo contest must be taken in 

Ireland? The answer is FALSE! 

The contest embraces photographic 

chronicles of Irish culture, be they taken 

in Ireland, America, or any country 

where Irish roots are celebrated. Your 

entry can be a picture you took from 

travels far and wide or from your own 

home territory.  

  

This year the photo contest has a terrific 

new sponsor, Ireland in Black and White, 

which is helping us revamp the photo 

contest area in the pavilion and make it 

even more appealing. Stop by to see what 

local Irish have been snapping. 

  

Contest entries are judged according to category, then all entries are displayed throughout Irish Fair 

weekend. Winners will also be invited to share their entry in The Freebird. 

 

Categories for the Irish Fair Photo Contest are: 

  

PEOPLE - One or more persons are dominant subjects in which the photographer portrays some aspect 

of Irish culture. Winning entries are those which best evoke their subjects' feelings or spirits. 

SCENERY - A place or setting in which a mood is conveyed. There may be people in the picture, but 

they must be only incidental. Winning entries are those which best capture the essence of a scene.  

 STUDIES IN BLACK AND WHITE - Pictures of people and/or scenery. Winning entries best use 

black and white imagery to prompt a feeling or response in the viewer. 

 KID PICS - Category which encourages children ages 16 and younger to explore their Irish heritage 

through photography. Any aspect of Irish culture is eligible. Try snapping your Irish dance or 

music lesson. Capture an Irish parade! How about pics you took at last year's Irish Fair or this year's St. 

Patrick's Day celebrations. Or something at your own home.   

  

Awards are given to winning entries in each category. Second and third place winners in "People", 

"Scenery", & "Studies in Black and White" and first, second, and third place winners in "Kid Pics" 

receive ribbons and prizes of gift certificates.  

  

First place entries in "People", "Scenery", and "Studies in Black and White" receive a special ribbon, the 

McConnon award, named in honor of Ed McConnon, founder of Irish fair's photo contest. Recipients of 

this award are also given a limited edition fine art photographic print courtesy of our sponsor, Ireland in 

Black and White. 

  

Visit www.IrishFair.com  (see festival information/entertainment/cultural activities/Irish photo 

contest) for rules, entry form, and drop off locations".  

 

HHAAPPPPYY  SSNNAAPPPPII NNGG!!  
 

 

Photo of Slieve League, the highest sea cliffs in Europe. Donegal, Ireland. 

Letôs see what youôve been looking at through YOUR viewfinder! !  

http://www.irishfair.com/


 SSuummmmeerr  SScchhooooll  BBooookk  CClluubb    
To enhance your interest and enjoyment of the Irish Fair Summer School (Thurs Aug 9th, 2007 at the OEC 

auditorium on St. Paul's University of St. Thomas; for the full schedule please click on the Summer School 

link at www.irishfair.com), we'll begin meeting to discuss our first book on Sat July 7th 

at 11:30 a.m. in The Liffey on West Seventh St. in St. Paul. 

 

Our first book fleshes out many historical and biographical threads of Irish culture and 

will deepen your enjoyment of the evening presentation by Sean Tyrrell on the "Life 

and Times of John Boyle O'Reilly". The book is "THE GREAT SHAME and the 

Triumph of the Irish in the English-Speaking World" by Thomas Keneally. It is a 

lengthy but rewarding book. We'll try to have read the first four chapters (up to page 

59) for our first meeting on Sat July 7th. 
 

You can easily locate this book either at your local library, second hand bookstore, or at any of the chain 

bookstores in the Metro area. I would heartily recommend involvement in the book club as it is not only a 

vehicle for interesting conversation, but you also will meet other 'Irish culture' nuts! 
 

Thanks for your interest. Please let me know if you can make this first meeting 
 

Patrick O'Donnell 

Summer School Coordinator 

651-699-4936 
 

EEvveennttss  &&  CCoommmmuunniittyy  NNoottiicceess 

Athletic? Love Irish stuff? Adventurous?  The Twin Cities Robert Emmets Hurling Club is actively 

seeking new players for the 2007 season. Hurling is a very fast paced game and a lot of fun to play ---and 

to watch, too.   The Club is incorporated under the North American Gaelic Athletic Association to 

promote the amateur sport of hurling in the Twin Cities and Minnesota and to develop a sense of 

community among its members. No experience or special equipment is required. Please note that we do 

not yet have a children's team, but both men and women are welcome. To get an idea of the game and 

meet some members, you are welcome to come to one of our weekly practices: 

¶ 6:30 pm Wednesdays at Pamela Park in Edina  

¶ 2:30 pm Saturdays at at Bossen Field in Minneapolis. 
 

You can also contact us via email at twincitieshurling@gmail.com for more information. 
 

 
 

 

http://www.irishfair.com/
http://www.mapquest.com/maps/map.adp?formtype=address&country=US&popflag=0&latitude=&longitude=&name=&phone=&level=&addtohistory=&cat=+&address=W+62nd+St+%26+France+Ave++S&city=Edina&state=MN&zipcode=55410
http://www.mapquest.com/maps/map.adp?formtype=address&addtohistory=&address=28th%20Ave%20S%20%26%20State%20Highway%2062&city=Minneapolis&state=MN&zipcode=55401&country=US&geodiff=1
mailto:twincitieshurling@gmail.com
http://www.irishfair.com/

