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= The Freeblrd

“9  Volume Il June 2007

»¢ The Freebird is the newsletter of thdrish Fair of

XS Minnesota (August 10 - 12, Harriet Island, St. Paul).

= Its purpose is to keep us connected, provide updates,
W= celebrate successes and share our stories, and to

92 support the mission of the Irish Fair by promoting and
52 cultivating Irish culture.

>2  Fair Headliner News - The Fuchsia Band

=% The Fuchsia Band from C@ork, Ireland plays traditional music in English and Irishth a tidal pull of
<% magnetic charismandvibrant authenticityThe band is fronted by singer, dan8eseanchaMairtin de
~§ Cobgain, who won the acclaimed Afkland title for his storytelling. Métl'n'sindefatigablestage

performances. The tunes are supplled b
Eoin Verlingwowing crowds on the
buttonbox, and by the lightingered

flautist Mick Heffernan, both of whom

are both known to take a lash at the

guitar. The newest member of the band
Brian McGiIIicuddy, who has been

years.SaysMairtin:  fialWeome from
different musical backgrauls, but formed a complementary mix of fluid sound! We had such great ¢
playing we decided to do loads of gigs together.H e @edseof Fsichsia are being sewn around the
world, planing thecraic everywhere

The Fuchsia Band will also be a partloé more intimate atmosphere of the Irish Fair Summer Schoc

Other Headliners at the 2007 Irish Fair of Minnesota:
GAELIC STORM — YOUNG DUBLINERS — CELTIC TENORS

THE DooN CaL BAND— THE MAHONES

AN GHAEILGE

.~ Na bris do loigrin ar st6l nach bhfuil i do shii.

Do not break your shin on a stool that is not in your way.

§ See http://lwww.irishfair.com/ for more info

Courtesy of Gaeltachiinnesotahttp://www.gaelminn.org/index.htm



http://www.daltai.com/proverbs/weeks/week188.htm
http://www.gaelminn.org/index.htm
http://www.irishfair.com/
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& "Off You Go"

‘:ﬁ Until only recently, the traditional Irish wake was always held in the home of the deceased. This year, in th
‘:ﬁ pavilion, Irish Fair's culturahrea will present an exhibit replica
X9 3 a home wake such as would have beemd in anylate 1800's o
‘};; = 8 { 1900's rural village parlor. The exhibit is complete vdéarly

‘;;; departed, Grampa Tim Finnegan. Howegeras to not frighten oK
oA the children, the deceabwill be slightly whimsicabndnotlook A&
24T like anything that would have at one time been alxrything 5=
t:;? else will be authentically traditional.

s3]

‘};; Sighage at the exhibit will explaimake room particulars. =3
QO Formore in depth informatioralong with anecdes, twice dailySg
‘:ﬁ brief talks will be given at the wake roonvou will learn how S
‘:;? the ubiquitous cell phone has crept into one aspect of the Iri!

%9 burial ritual. Perennial favorites in the tea room, the Gigdlass
‘}j; will perform keening, a singing lamefar the dead, which praises the deceased and comforts the bereaved. ¢
N2 the Sles will also give a short prayer for the dead in Irish and in English.

(24"

txa Whil e youdre in t he poitén(lrghnoonshmestlldand learmohowe thisfiergegal h e
,:;; beverage was maédistributed The loftier spiri (no pun inteded, but | couldrit make myself dit it out) will
‘x; want to seek ouhealso nearbyHoly Well, dedicated to St. Bridias are many of such wells yet extent and visit
82 in Ireland. There will be talks at both exhibitsidng the weekend. Consult thaiF scheduleloserto the evenfor
aX  details

X7

35 VOLUNTEERS NEEDED AT THE IRISH FAIR

éf; We are looking for people who like to have fun, meet new people and enjoy a rich culisiedl everit
QS
2 Minimum requirement is one, folnour shift during the

=% Wweekend.We provide a-shirt, 1 beverage coupon
(plus soft drinks during shift) and parking for each
volunteer. For those who like to give more time ( 2
shifts per day) we add, food vouchers and a maximu
of 2 beer coupons perylaAND for those who like to
volunteer all weekend (at least two full days) in
addition to the above items we will provide access to
the VIP Hospitality Tent.

At the Irish Fair we realize we could not keep the Our new volunteer Coordinator, Mari

]
2
showing going and provide a free event ifvas not for ~ Flynn Conway comes rém Waterford,
our wonderful volunteersThis year ouTHANK Ireland and is a member of the Board of t
§ YOU PARTY will take place at the Raskeller in the ~ IriSh Fair of Minnesota. Marianetthe Fair

Summit Brewery at 6:00pm on September 13th. through Roger Conway one of the origin
Fair founderswho is her unclein-law, and

Take a look on line atww.irishfair.comat the has loved every year of it since %

volunteer opportunities available and register to have
one of a kind experience. Says Maria fiHaving the Fair run on a
volunteer basis is wonderful because

We will have a training session on August 1st (must gives everyone ownership for how the F

preregistered to attend) at the Summit Brewery from progresses, you know people are the
7:00 to 9:00pm for ticket sellers, wristimhID, beer because they want to bé. also contributes
sellers and any other area that requires specific in a large wayto keeping it @ree event so
training. Please note if you have not attended the everyone can appreciate and join in tl
training in the last 30 months you must attend this ye \yeekend



http://www.irishfair.com/
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Irish Fair Photo Contest g

True or false picturesentered irlrish
Fair's photo contest must taken in
Ireland?The answer is FALSE!

The contest embraces photographic
chronicles of Irish culture, be they taken
in Ireland, America, or any country
where Irish roots are celebratétbur
entry can be picture you took from
travels far and wider from your own
home territory

This year the photo contest has a terrifig
new sponsor, Ireland in Black akdhite,
which is helping usevamp the photo
contest area in the pavilion and make it
even more appealing. Stop by to see wia
local Irish have been snapping.

Photo ofSlieve League, the hlghest seaffd in Europe Donegal, Ireland
Letés see whayoudve been looking at throughy OUR viewfinder !

Contest entries are judged according to category, then all entries are displayed throwgihBairlri
weekendWinners will also be invited to share their entry in The Freebird.

Categoriedor the Irish Fair Photo Contest are

of Irish culture Winimg entries are those which best evoke their subjieetishgs or spirits.
SCENERY - A place or setting in which a mood is conveyed. There may be people in the picture, 2%
they must be only incidental. Winning entries are those which best céptussence of a scene.
STUDIES IN BLACK AND WHITE - Pictures of people and/or scenery. Winning entries best usez
black and white imagery to prompt a feeling or response in the viewer. g
KID PICS - Category which encourages children ages 16 and youngerltveeitpeir Irish heritage

2,

through photography. Any aspect of Irish culture is eligible. Try snapping your Irish dance or
musiclesson. Capture an Irish parade! How about pics you took at last year's Irish Fair or this year
Patrick's Day celebration®r something at your own home.

Awards are givemo winning entries in each category. Second and third place winners in "People”,
"Scenery", &'Studies in Black and White" and first, second, and third place winners in "Kid Pics"
receive ribbons and prizes of gift certificates.

First place entries in "People”, "Scenery", and "Studies in Black and White" receive a special ribbcx>the
McConnon avard, named in honor of Ed McConnon, founder of Irish fair's photo contest. Recgdient

this award are also given a limited edition fine art photographic print courtesy of our sponsor, Irela

Black and White. g

Visit www.IrishFair.com (see festival information/entertainment/cultural activities/Irish photo
contestYor rules, entry form, and drop off locations".

HAPPY SNAPPING!



http://www.irishfair.com/
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258 mm hool Book Club o
X Su er School Boo u

=X To enhance your interest and enjoyment of the Irish Fair Summer School (Thurs Aug 9th, 2007 at
<% auditorium on St. Paul's University of St. Thomas; for the full schedule please click on the Summe

at 11:30 a.m. in The Liffey on West Seventh St. in St. Paul.

Our first book fleshes out many historical and biographical threads of Irish cultursind
will deepen your enjoyent of the evening presentation by Sean Tyrrell on the "Li
and Times of John Boyle O'Reilly". The book is "THE GREAT SHAME and the
Triumph of the Irlsh in the Engllsﬁpeaklng World" by Thomas Keneally. Itis a

59) for our first meeting on Sat July 7th.

Ne You can eaS|Iy Iocate this book either at your local library, second hand bookstore, or at any of thezXain
W= bookstores in the Metro area. | would heartily recommendwewnent in the book club as it is not only

,» v

3= vehicle for interesting conversation, but you also will meet other ‘'Irish culture' nuts!

LIRS
N A

N Thanks for your interesPlease let me know if you can make this first meeting

Q= Patrick O'Donnell
=% Summer School Coordator
<X 6516994936

*» v

3% Events & Community Notices

N A
> v

N= Athletic? Love Irish stuff? Adventurous®Phe Twin Cities Robert Emmets Hurling Clubeistively

to watch, too. The Club isincorporated under the North American Gaelic Athletic Association to
promote the amateur sport of hurling in Thein Cities and Minnesota and to develop a sense of
community among its membei$o experience or special equipment is required. Please note that we
not yet have a children's teabut both men and women are welcorfe get an idea of the game and
meetsome members, you are welcome to come to one of our weekly practices:

1 6:30 pm Wednesdays Bamela Parkn Edina

1 2:30 pm Saturdays at Bbssen Fieldn Minneapolis.

You can also contact us via emaihaincitieshurling@gmail.confior more information

§
§
§
§
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http://www.irishfair.com/
http://www.mapquest.com/maps/map.adp?formtype=address&country=US&popflag=0&latitude=&longitude=&name=&phone=&level=&addtohistory=&cat=+&address=W+62nd+St+%26+France+Ave++S&city=Edina&state=MN&zipcode=55410
http://www.mapquest.com/maps/map.adp?formtype=address&addtohistory=&address=28th%20Ave%20S%20%26%20State%20Highway%2062&city=Minneapolis&state=MN&zipcode=55401&country=US&geodiff=1
mailto:twincitieshurling@gmail.com
http://www.irishfair.com/

