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The Freebird

Volume i July 2007

The Freebird is the newsletter of the Irish Fair of
Minnesota (August 10 - 12, Harriet Island, St. Paul).
Its purpose is to keep us connected, provide updates,
celebrate successes and share our stories, and to
support the mission of the Irish Fair by promoting
and cultivating Irish culture.

Fair Headliner News - The Doon Ceili Band

When the Doon first came together in the spring of 2003, the idea
for the band had already been percolating for some time; to learn
and play some fine old traditional tunes that had been sorely
neglected in recent years. “There were a number of us, seasoned
musicians, who were hungry for learning new tunes in their
traditional settings and those from previously remote parts of
Ireland.” says Paddy O’Brien, the group’s leader. “We got together
informally and found we shared an interest and commitment to
spending the time to get deeper into this kind of music. We wanted
a rich, powerful energy and feel, so we have in addition to the
accordion, 3 fiddlers and 3 flutists, plus a piano.” lrish music
aficionados will recognize the names of band members Mag
McDermott, Jode Dowling, Django Amerson, Laura MacKenzie,
Kate Dowling, and Brian Miller and Sean Egan.

Since it inception, the band has received stellar reviews from those in the know about Irish music. Dan
Rein of KFAI Radio Without Boundaries considers Paddy, a button accordion player, to be among the
best Irish musicians in this country “Great musician, genuinely traditional” enthuses Rein. “We are lucky
to have him here in the Twin Cities. His stature is international.”

Claddagh Records, Dublin has this to say about the Doon Ceili Band: “The tunes are unusual, sometimes
in their rarity in the current repertory and sometimes in their unconventional (though traditional) settings.
The playing, which traditionally subsumes the individual to the group ethos, is impeccable in its
functional purity, but joyous in its expression. This is a great band.” For more information on the Doon
Céili Band, visit www.doonceili.com.

Come hear this great band at the Fair !

Other Headliners at the 2007 Irish Fair of Minnesota:
GAELIC STORM — YOUNG DUBLINERS — CELTIC TENORS
— THE MAHONES —THE FUCHSIA BAND

See http://lwww.irishfair.com/ for more info

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED AT THE IRISH FAIR 2007

At the Irish Fair we realize we could not keep the showing going and provide a free event if it was
not for our wonderful volunteers. We are looking for people who like to have fun, meet new
people and enjoy a rich cultural musical event! Take a look on line NOW at www.irishfair.com at

the volunteer opportunities available tab and register to have a one-of-a-kind experience.
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Enjoy Local and Regional Performers

and Presenters at the Fair

As our name implies, our Irish festival also focuses on
Minnesota artists and groups. Minnesota has an extraordinary
amount of talented Irish
artists. We consistently
offer attendees a chance
to see the best of them —
musicians, dancers,

authors, singers and more. Members of the Brian Boru Pipe Band
More than 75 individuals or groups with more than 250 dancers
and 140 musicians will sing, dance, perform and

present 292 shows, seminars or workshops throughout the
weekend, including pipe bands, dancers, singers, storytellers and
much, much more. Sure you’ll want to hear the wonderful

headllners but your experience will be far from complete if you don’t

Young Dancers from the Cooney School of
Irish Dance catch these local gems as well. Local talent whom you can enjoy at

the Fair include the Barra Band, The Wild Colonial Bhoys, Tom & Debbie O'Carroll, the Brian Boru Pipe
Band Peg Guilfoyle the Center for Irish Music the Eddies and dancers from the prolific and talented

and the Shamrock School of Irish Dance and many more.

For a complete list of most of 2007 local and regional performers and presenters see the Fair website at
http://www.irishfair.com/information/entertainment/performers.php

Irish Fair Summer School—Register NOW

The third annual Summer School will take place on August 9, 2007, on the St. Paul campus of the
University of St. Thomas. The Summer School’s mission is to deepen and enrich our audience's
appreciation for Irish culture and heritage through immersing them in lectures, workshops, documentaries
and discussions. Sessions will start at 10 am with music from the Center for Irish Music and conclude in
the evening with a presentation from distinguished and celebrated Irish musician Sean Tyrrell.
Attendees have the option of registering for the complete day — with or without meals — or for just the
evening session.

For a complete schedule of the days’ presenters see http://www.irishfair.com/summer_school/index.php
To register, download an application. You can send in a check with your registration or pay with credit
card online.

Padelford Riverboat Irish Cruise

In celebration of Irish Far 2007 the Padelford Riverboat
Company will offer a traditional Irish dinner complimented
by the rousing sounds of Legacy, a truly Irish local band.
Dinner during the evening cruise will include: mixed
greens with croutons and tomatoes, creamy potato leek
soup, corned beef and cabbage, Irish pot roast, mashed
potatoes with scallions and parsley, and bread pudding.
Tickets for the dinner, cruise and concert at $36 plus tax,
discounts for children and for on-line purchases at
www.RiverRides.com. Prepaid reservations are required.
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Join Us for the Second Annual

Run with the Celts 5K & Family 1K!

Last year’s race was a big success, with approximately 500 runners participating in the 5k and family fun
run. We’ re | ooking t o t afhetolrsaisabeautifollbuaning coursd right aloreg a r N
the Mississippi River, and after the race, runners and walkers can celebrate in the post-race tent (free
Finnegan’s!) and then stick around to enjoy the fair.

All participants
receive a Run with
the Celts t-shirt and
can enjoy Finnegan’s
Irish Amber and
other goodies at

the Runner's Oasis af
ter the race. Dress
up and show your
Irish pride! Prizes
awarded for the best > :
costumes. Prizes also awarded for the top finishing male, female, and famlly

The race will be held on Saturday, August 11, 2007. The Family 1K Run/Walk starts at 9:00 a.m., and
the 5K Run/Walk starts at 9:30 a.m. Both the 5K and Family 1K start and end at Harriet Island. The
Family 1K is $12.00 in advance or $15.00 on race day. For 3 or more family members, the fee per

person is $10. The 5K Run/Walk is $18.00 in advance or $22.00 on race day.
For more information and to register online, visit http://www.events.runningroom.com/site/?raceld=3032

A Blaisin More of Irish Gaelic at the Fair

Listen carefully at the Fair this summer; there is something new in the air!
EIL e At The Dubliner Pub Dance Floor at the Crossroads Tent, the Native Dogs in
5 the Children’s area, with the Hurlers in the Sports, at Tussie’s Tea Room, the
Holy Well, at the new traditional Wake exhibit, and in the Summer School
there will be a stronger blaisin (flavor) of Irish Gaelic at the Fair this year.
“I’'m pleased as ducks about it” says Siobhdn Dugan, a Fair volunteer who worked on the project. “I
added some Irish language last year to the Native Dog Tent and to our dogs stage show, of all places
(it’s where I volunteer)---and | found it went over really well! People had fun with it, which was just
what | wanted.” And what are the plans for this year? Siobhan says: “Mostly we’ll be tucking a zesty
splash more of the native language of Ireland throughout the Fair with a subtle touch. But, with the
help of Gaeltacht Minnesota, there will also be an upfront welcome in Irish at the new combined
greeting/ information booth at the main entrance. There more adventurous folk will be able to get the
Irish version of their names, maybe learn a couple phrases or a proverb while they pick up their
schedules and maps.”
As well, when volunteers participate in an orientation workshop just before the Fair this year, they will
be learning a few simple phrases like slainte (health) and failte (welcome) to share with Fair- goers as
they proffer provisions or pints.

AN GHAEILGE

: Tir gan teanga, tir gan anam :
-A land without its language is a land without its soul. -

Courtesy of Gaeltacht Minnesota http://www.gaelminn.org/index.htm
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